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(57) ABSTRACT

A tablet computer includes a housing, a cover, and a key-
board. The housing has an opening and an accommodating
trough inwardly recessed from the opening. The accommo-
dating trough has a groove having an inlet section and an
engaging section. The inlet section is communicated between
the opening and the engaging section. Widths of the inlet
section are larger than widths of the engaging section. The
cover is pivotally connected to the housing. The cover covers
the opening when rotated to a covering position, and supports
the housing in a standing position when rotated to an extended
position. The keyboard is detachably accommodated in the
accommodating trough and includes at least one engaging
structure. The engaging structure is located at the peripheral
edge of the keyboard and engaged with the engaging section.
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1
TABLET COMPUTER

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to Taiwan Application
Serial Number 101225524, filed Dec. 28, 2012, which is
herein incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to a tablet computer, more
particularly, to a tablet computer capable of accommodating
a keyboard.

2. Description of Related Art

Computers are the most widely used tool in life and work
for most people in modern society. A typical desktop com-
puter includes a screen, a host, a keyboard, a mouse, a printer,
and related peripherals. However, due to the numerous com-
ponents, installation difficulties, and other reasons limiting
mobility, such desktop computers are not portable. Therefore,
notebook computers, which are portable and convenient to
use, have advantages over desktop computers.

Most currently used notebook computers are foldable and
have screens and interface designs. Although a notebook
computer can provide portable convenience, it is still sizable
and heavy (e.g., about 1 to 2 KG or more), which make it
somewhat inconvenient to carry and use. Therefore, a tablet
computer that has an integrally formed body and adopts a
touch screen (e.g., an iPad®) has been developed. A user can
input operation signals through the operation interface
formed by the touch screen of the tablet computer. Accord-
ingly, through such a configuration, the size of the tablet
computer can be substantially reduced.

However, such a tablet computer that utilizes a touch
screen is still associated with inconvenience and difficulty in
use. For example, the tablet computer and the touch screen
disposed thereon can only be horizontally placed and cannot
be placed standing up vertically or at an inclined angle. While
using the tablet computer, the user must bow his or her head
to view the screen, leading to user neck and shoulder discom-
fort. If the tablet computer is placed leaning against another
object, it does not stay in position and easily slides, thereby
causing inconvenience during operation.

The significant development of tablet computers has led to
the offering of many peripheral products for tablet computers.
Physical keyboards are an example, and provide users good
operating feedback. In addition to separate external key-
boards, there are a number of designs integrally combining a
tablet and a keyboard. For example, a tablet computer can be
designed with a removable holster for a keyboard or with a
hard protective cover that functions also as a keyboard. Some
tablet computers even have dedicated keyboards as original
accessories, thereby allowing the tablet computer to be used
just like a notebook computer after such a keyboard is com-
bined with the rest of the tablet computer.

However, even though an external keyboard can be com-
bined with a conventional tablet computer, such a configura-
tion runs counter to present-day trends toward practicality,
sophistication, and a lightweight, thin, short, and small design
for today’s electronic products. Accordingly, providing a
design that integrally combines a tablet computer and an
external keyboard has become an important issue to be
solved.

SUMMARY

The disclosure provides a tablet computer. The tablet com-
puter includes a housing, a cover, and a keyboard. The hous-

5

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

ing has an opening and an accommodating trough. The
accommodating trough is inwardly recessed from the open-
ing. A sidewall of the accommodating trough has a groove.
The groove has an inlet section and an engaging section. The
inlet section is communicated between the opening and the
engaging section. Widths of the inlet section are larger than
widths of the engaging section. The cover is pivotally con-
nected to the housing, so as to rotate between a covering
position and an extended position relative to the housing. The
cover covers the opening when rotated to a covering position,
and supports the housing in a standing position when rotated
to an extended position. The keyboard is detachably accom-
modated in the accommodating trough and includes at least
one engaging structure. The engaging structure is located at
the peripheral edge of the keyboard and engaged with the
engaging section.

In an embodiment of the disclosure, a portion of the bottom
of the accommodating trough that corresponds to the engag-
ing section is parallel to the keyboard. A portion of the bottom
of the accommodating trough that corresponds to the inlet
section is curved toward the opening along a direction away
from the engaging section.

In an embodiment of the disclosure, the groove further has
atapered section. Two ends of the tapered section are respec-
tively communicated with the inlet section and the engaging
section. Widths of the tapered section are decreased from the
inlet section to the engaging section.

In an embodiment of the disclosure, the bottom of the
accommodating trough has a parallel portion and a curved
portion. The parallel portion corresponds to the engaging
section and partially to the tapered section, and is parallel to
the keyboard. The curved portion is connected to the parallel
portion, corresponds to the inlet section and partially to the
tapered section, and is curved toward the opening along a
direction away from the engaging section.

In an embodiment of the disclosure, the keyboard is
accommodated in the accommodating trough and supported
on the parallel portion.

In an embodiment of the disclosure, the engaging structure
is a protruding strip. The length of the protruding strip is equal
to or smaller than the sum of the length of the engaging
section and the length of the tapered section. The width of the
engaging section is uniform along the length thereof. A partof
the protruding strip is accommodated in the tapered section,
and another part of the protruding strip is accommodated in
the engaging section.

In an embodiment of the disclosure, the engaging structure
includes a plurality of protrusions. The width of the engaging
section is uniform along the length thereof. The protrusions
are engaged in the engaging section.

In an embodiment of the disclosure, the keyboard includes
a first ferromagnetic member. The housing includes a second
ferromagnetic member. The second ferromagnetic member is
disposed at the sidewall of the accommodating trough so as to
magnetically attract the first ferromagnetic member when the
keyboard is accommodated in the accommodating trough.

Inan embodiment of the disclosure, the housing further has
a hole. The tablet computer further includes a hinge. The
hinge includes a pivotal portion and a connecting portion. The
pivotal portion is pivotally connected to the housing from the
interior of the housing. Two ends of the connecting portion
are respectively connected to the pivotal portion and the
cover. The pivotal portion and the connecting portion are
located in the hole when the cover is located at the covering
position, and the pivotal portion abuts against an inner surface
of the housing and the connecting portion extends out of the
hole when the cover is located at the extended position.
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In an embodiment of the disclosure, the tablet computer
further includes an elastic piece. The elastic piece is disposed
in the housing and adjacent to the hole. The elastic piece abuts
against the connecting portion to urge the cover toward the
opening when the cover is located at the covering position,
and abuts against the pivotal portion to make the pivotal
portion abut toward the inner surface when the cover is
located at the extended position.

The tablet computer has an accommodating trough for
accommodating a keyboard and a cover for covering the
accommodating trough. Therefore, when the cover covers the
accommodating trough, the keyboard can be received in the
interior of the tablet computer and the back of the tablet
computer maintains its original and complete appearance,
such that people are unaware of the presence of the keyboard.
When the cover is extended relative to the housing, it can
support the tablet computer in a standing position. In some
embodiments, the accommodating trough has a groove, and
the groove has an inlet section, a tapered section, and an
engaging section, widths of which are reduced gradually.
Therefore, during the insertion of the keyboard into the
accommodating trough, the inlet section has the effect of
allowing the engaging structure on the keyboard to easily
enter the accommodating trough, the tapered section has the
effect of smoothly guiding the engaging structure to move
toward the engaging section, and the engaging section has the
effect of engaging the engaging structure so as to prevent the
keyboard from being removed from the accommodating
trough along a direction away from the bottom of the accom-
modating trough.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are by
examples, and are intended to provide further explanation of
the disclosure as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The disclosure can be more fully understood by reading the
following detailed description of the embodiment, with ref-
erence made to the accompanying drawings as follows:

FIG. 1A is a perspective view of a tablet computer accord-
ing to an embodiment of the disclosure;

FIG. 1B is another perspective view of the tablet computer
in FIG. 1A, in which a cover has been rotated to a covering
position relative to a housing;

FIG. 1C is another perspective view of the tablet computer
in F1G. 1B, in which the cover has been rotated to an extended
position relative to the housing;

FIG. 1D is another perspective view of the tablet computer
in FIG. 1C, in which a keyboard is partially taken out of the
tablet computer;

FIG. 2 is another perspective view of the tablet computer in
FIG. 1C, in which the keyboard has been entirely removed
from the housing;

FIG. 3 is a rear perspective view of the keyboard in FIG.
1C;

FIG. 4A is a cross-sectional view of the tablet computer in
FIG. 2 along line 4A-4A";

FIG. 4B is another cross-sectional view of the tablet com-
puter in FIG. 4A, in which the keyboard is accommodated in
the accommodating trough;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of another embodiment of
the tablet computer in FIG. 4B according to the disclosure;

FIG. 6A is a cross-sectional view of the tablet computer in
FIG. 2 along line 6A-6A"; and
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FIG. 6B is another cross-sectional view of the tablet com-
puter in FIG. 6A, in which the cover has been rotated to a
covering position relative to the housing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the present
embodiments of the disclosure, examples of which are illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings. Wherever possible, the
same reference numbers are used in the drawings and the
description to refer to the same or like parts.

FIG. 1A is a perspective view of a tablet computer 1
according to an embodiment of the disclosure. FIG. 1B is
another perspective view of the tablet computer 1 in FIG. 1A,
in which a cover 14 has been rotated to a covering position
relative to a housing 10. FIG. 1C is another perspective view
of'the tablet computer 1 in FIG. 1B, in which the cover 14 has
been rotated to an extended position relative to the housing
10. FIG. 1D is another perspective view of the tablet computer
1in FIG. 1C, in which a keyboard 16 is partially taken out of
the tablet computer 1.

As shown in FIG. 1A, the tablet computer 1 includes the
housing 10 and a display panel module 12. The front of the
housing 10 of the tablet computer 1 has an assembly opening
100. The size of the assembly opening 100 of the housing 10
is matched with the size of the display panel module 12, so
that the display panel module 12 can be engaged with the
assembly opening 100.

As shown in FIG. 1B and FIG. 1C, the tablet computer 1
includes the cover 14 and the keyboard 16. The back of the
housing 10 of the tablet computer 1 has an opening 102 and an
accommodating trough 104. The accommodating trough 104
of'the housing 10 is inwardly recessed from the opening 102.
The keyboard 16 of the tablet computer 1 is detachably
accommodated in the accommodating trough 104. The cover
14 of the tablet computer 1 is pivotally connected to the back
of the housing 10 and thus is able to rotate between the
covering position (as FIG. 1B shows) and the extended posi-
tion (as FIG. 1C shows) relative to the housing 10.

When the cover 14 of the tablet computer 1 rotates to the
covering position relative to the housing 10, the cover 14
covers the opening 102 so that the original and complete
appearance of the back of the tablet computer 1 is maintained.
Therefore, the keyboard 16 that is accommodated in the
accommodating trough 104 can be entirely received in the
interior of the tablet computer 1, and people are unaware of
the presence of the keyboard 16.

In order to achieve the purpose of accommodating the
keyboard 16 in the tablet computer 1, a circuit module 22
(indicated by the dotted lines in FIG. 1C) of the tablet com-
puter 1 is disposed in another part of the housing 10 that is not
occupied by the accommodating trough 104. The circuit mod-
ule 22 of the tablet computer 1 includes electronic compo-
nents, such as a motherboard, a CPU (central processing
unit), a battery, etc.

As shown in FIG. 1D, when the cover 14 of the tablet
computer 1 rotates to the extended position relative to the
housing 10, it can support the housing 10 in a standing posi-
tion. In addition, in a state where the tablet computer 1 is
supported in a standing position by the cover 14, a user can
reach a hand to the back of the tablet computer 1, hold a slip
proofportion 164 (as shown in FIG. 1C) located at the back of
the keyboard 16, and smoothly take the keyboard 16 out of the
accommodating trough 104 from a side of the tablet computer
1 without flipping over or otherwise moving the tablet com-
puter 1.
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Furthermore, the keyboard 16 can be wirelessly connected
to the circuit module 22 of the tablet computer 1 using a
wireless transmission technology, such as Bluetooth, Wi-Fi
(Wireless Fidelity), ZigBee, a wireless transmission technol-
ogy based on RF (radio frequency), DLP (Digital Light Pro-
cessing) LINK, infrared, etc., but the disclosure is not limited
in this regard.

FIG. 2 is another perspective view of the tablet computer 1
in FIG. 1C, in which the keyboard 16 has been entirely
removed from the housing 10. FIG. 3 is a rear perspective
view of the keyboard 16 in FIG. 1C.

As shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, a sidewall of the accom-
modating trough 104 has a groove 106. The groove 106 of the
accommodating trough 104 is substantially formed along the
bottom of the accommodating trough 104. The keyboard 16
of the tablet computer 1 is detachably accommodated in the
accommodating trough 104 and includes engaging structures.
The engaging structures of the keyboard 16 are located at the
peripheral edge of the keyboard 16.

In the embodiment of the disclosure, the engaging struc-
tures of the keyboard 16 are two protruding strips 160 which
are respectively located at two opposite edges of the keyboard
16 (as shown in FIG. 1D). Corresponding to this structure,
two opposite sidewalls (i.e., the sidewall that is adjacent to
where the cover 14 is pivotally rotated to the housing 10 and
the sidewall that is opposite from where the cover 14 is
pivotally rotated to the housing 10) of the accommodating
trough 104 respectively have two grooves 106 for engaging
the protruding strips 160 of the keyboard 16. Therefore, when
the keyboard 16 of the tablet computer 1 is accommodated in
the accommodating trough 104, the protruding strips 160 of
the keyboard 16 can be engaged in the grooves 106, so that the
keyboard 16 is prevented from being removed from the
accommodating trough 104 along a direction away from the
bottom of the accommodating trough 104.

Furthermore, the keyboard 16 of the tablet computer 1
includes a first ferromagnetic member 162. The first ferro-
magnetic member 162 of the keyboard 16 is disposed at the
peripheral edge of the keyboard 16. The housing 10 of the
tablet computer 1 includes a second ferromagnetic member
108. The second ferromagnetic member 108 of the housing
10 is disposed at a sidewall of the accommodating trough 104,
so as to magnetically attract the first ferromagnetic member
162 of the keyboard 16 when the keyboard 16 is accommo-
dated in the accommodating trough 104. Therefore, when the
keyboard 16 of the tablet computer 1 is accommodated in the
accommodating trough 104, the first ferromagnetic member
162 and the second ferromagnetic member 108 that are mag-
netically attracted to each other can achieve the effect of
preventing the keyboard 16 from being removed from the
accommodating trough 104 along a direction parallel to the
bottom of the accommodating trough 104.

FIG. 4A is a cross-sectional view of the tablet computer 1
in FIG. 2 along line 4A-4A'. FIG. 4B is another cross-sec-
tional view of the tablet computer 1 in FIG. 4A, in which the
keyboard 16 is accommodated in the accommodating trough
104.

As shown in FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B, the groove 106 of the
accommodating trough 104 has an inlet section 106a, a
tapered section 1065, and an engaging section 106¢. It is
noted that, in this embodiment, the groove 106 of the accom-
modating trough 104 formed in the opposite sidewall of the
accommodating trough 104 has the same structure, and is
engaged with the corresponding protruding strip 160 of the
keyboard 16 (see FIG. 3) in the same manner. The inlet
section 1064 of the groove 106 is communicated between the
opening 102 and the tapered section 1065, and the tapered
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section 1065 is communicated between the inlet section 106a
and the engaging section 106¢. In the embodiment of the
disclosure, widths W1 of the inlet section 106a are larger than
widths W3 of the engaging section 106¢, and widths W2 of
the tapered section 1065 are decreased from an area thereof
adjacent to the inlet section 1064 to an area thereof adjacent to
the engaging section 106¢. In other words, the widths W1 of
the inlet section 1064 at any point along the length thereof
except possibly atan area immediately adjacent to the tapered
section 1065 are larger than the widths W2 of the tapered
section 1065 at any point along the length thereof, and the
widths W2 of the tapered section 1065 at any point along the
length thereof except possibly at an area immediately adja-
cent to the engaging section 106¢ are larger than the widths
W3 of the engaging section 106¢ at any point along the length
thereof.

Therefore, during the insertion of the keyboard 16 of the
tablet computer 1 into the accommodating trough 104, the
inlet section 1064 of the groove 106 has the effect of allowing
the protruding strip 160 on the keyboard 16 to easily enter the
accommodating trough 104, the tapered section 1065 of the
groove 16 has the effect of smoothly guiding the protruding
strip 160 to move toward the engaging section 106¢, and the
engaging section 106¢ has the effect of engaging the protrud-
ing strip 160 so as to prevent the keyboard 16 from being
removed from the accommodating trough 104 along the
direction away from the bottom of the accommodating trough
104.

As shown in FIG. 2, FIG. 4A, and FIG. 4B, the bottom of
the accommodating trough 104 has a parallel portion 104a
and a curved portion 1045. The parallel portion 104a of the
accommodating trough 104 corresponds to the engaging sec-
tion 106¢ and partially to the tapered section 1065 of the
groove 106, and is parallel to the keyboard 16. Therefore,
when the keyboard 16 is accommodated in the accommodat-
ing trough 104, it can be supported on the parallel portion
104a. The curved portion 1045 of the accommodating trough
104 is connected to the parallel portion 1044, corresponds to
the inlet section 1064 and partially to the tapered section 1065
of'the groove 106, and is curved toward the opening 102 of the
housing 10 along a direction away from the engaging section
106¢. Therefore, the keyboard 16 can be assembled into the
accommodating trough 104 along an insertion direction A
that is not parallel to the parallel portion 104a of the accom-
modating trough 104.

In other words, the curved portion 1045 of the accommo-
dating trough 104 has the effect of allowing the keyboard 16
to be assembled into the accommodating trough 104 along the
insertion direction A that is not parallel to the parallel portion
104a of the accommodating trough 104, and the inlet section
106a of the groove 106 increases the amount of space in this
area so that the insertion direction A is expanded to cover a
wide range. Therefore, the convenience of inserting the key-
board 16 into the accommodating trough 104 can be
increased.

Furthermore, in the embodiment of the disclosure, the
width W3 of the engaging section 106¢ of the groove 106 is
uniform along the length thereof. The length of the protruding
strip 160 is slightly smaller than the sum of the length of the
engaging section 106¢ and the length of the tapered section
1064. A part of the protruding strip 160 is accommodated in
the tapered section 1065, and another part of the protruding
strip 160 is accommodated in the engaging section 106¢.
When the keyboard 16 of the tablet computer 1 is accommo-
dated in the accommodating trough 104, the portion of the
protruding strip 160 that is accommodated in the engaging
section 106¢ of the groove 106 corresponds in shape to the
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engaging section 106¢, so that the protruding strip 160 can be
firmly engaged with the engaging section 106¢. Because the
widths W2 of the tapered section 1065 are larger than the
widths W3 of the engaging section 106¢, the portion of the
protruding strip 160 that is accommodated in the tapered
section 1065 is not tightly engaged with the tapered section
1064 along the entire length of this portion of the protruding
strip 160 (as the dotted lines in FIG. 4B shows), but the
disclosure is not limited in this regard.

In another embodiment of the disclosure, the protruding
strip 160 of the keyboard 16 has only the portion that is
accommodated in the engaging section 106¢ and does not
include the portion that is accommodated in the tapered sec-
tion 1065.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of another embodiment of
the tablet computer 1 in FIG. 4B according to the disclosure.

As shown in FIG. 5, the engaging structures of the key-
board 36 are two protrusions 360. When the keyboard 36 is
inserted into the accommodating trough 104, the protrusions
360 of the keyboard 36 are accommodated in the engaging
section 106¢ of the groove 106 and firmly engaged with the
engaging section 106¢. Therefore, the engaging section 106¢
of the groove 106 has the effect of engaging the protrusions
360 to prevent the keyboard 36 from being removed from the
accommodating trough 104 along a direction away from the
bottom of the accommodating trough 104.

FIG. 6A is a cross-sectional view of the tablet computer 1
in FIG. 2 along line 6A-6A'. FIG. 6B is another cross-sec-
tional view of the tablet computer 1 in FIG. 6A, in which the
cover 14 has been rotated to the covering position relative to
the housing 10. In the description below, the configuration on
only one side of the tablet computer 1 is explained. However,
it is noted that in some embodiments, a similar configuration
is present on an opposite side of the tablet computer 1.

As shown in FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B, the housing 10 of the
tablet computer 1 further has a hole 110. The hole 110 of the
housing 10 is adjacent to the accommodating trough 104. The
tablet computer 1 further includes a hinge 18. The hinge 18
includes a pivotal portion 180 and a connecting portion 182.
The pivotal portion 180 of the hinge 18 is pivotally connected
to the housing 10 from the interior of the housing 10. Two
ends of the connecting portion 182 of the hinge 18 are respec-
tively connected to the pivotal portion 180 and the cover 14.
In the embodiment of the disclosure, the pivotal portion 180
and the connecting portion 182 of the hinge 18 form a
V-shaped structure, but the disclosure is not limited in this
regard.

When the cover 14 rotates to the extended position relative
to the housing 10 by the hinge 18 (as FIG. 1C and FIG. 6A
show), the pivotal portion 180 of the hinge 18 abuts against an
inner surface 10a of the housing 10 and the connecting por-
tion 182 of the hinge 18 extends out of the hole 110 of the
housing 10. When the cover 14 rotates to the covering posi-
tion relative to the housing 10 by the hinge 18 (as FIG. 1B and
FIG. 6B show), the pivotal portion 180 and the connecting
portion 182 of the hinge 18 are located in the hole 110.

As shown in FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B, the tablet computer 1
further includes an elastic piece 20. The elastic piece 20 of the
tablet computer 1 is disposed in the housing 10 and adjacent
to the hole 110. More particularly, the pivotal portion 180 of
the hinge 18 and the elastic piece 20 are respectively located
at two opposite sides of the hole 110 and extend toward the
center of the hole 110.

When the cover 14 rotates to the covering position relative
to the housing 10 by the hinge 18 (as FIG. 1B and FIG. 6B
show), the elastic piece 20 abuts against the connecting por-
tion 182 of the hinge 18 to urge the cover 14 in a direction
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toward the opening 102, so that the elastic piece 20 has the
effect of maintaining the cover 14 at the covering position.
When the cover 14 rotates to the extended position relative to
the housing 10 by the hinge 18 (as FIG. 1C and FIG. 6A
show), the elastic piece 20 abuts against the pivotal portion
180 of the hinge 18 to, in turn, make the pivotal portion 180
abut against the inner surface 10a of the housing 10, so that
the elastic piece 20 has the effect of maintaining the cover 14
at the extended position.

According to the foregoing recitations of the embodiments
of'the disclosure, it can be seen that the tablet computer has an
accommodating trough for accommodating a keyboard and a
cover for covering the accommodating trough. Therefore,
when the cover covers the accommodating trough, the key-
board can be received in the interior of the tablet computer
and the back of the tablet computer maintains its original and
complete appearance, such that people are unaware of the
presence of the keyboard. When the cover is extended relative
to the housing, it can support the tablet computer in a standing
position. In some embodiments, the accommodating trough
has a groove, and the groove has an inlet section, a tapered
section, and an engaging section, widths of which are reduced
gradually. Therefore, during the insertion of the keyboard into
the accommodating trough, the inlet section has the effect of
allowing the engaging structure on the keyboard to easily
enter the accommodating trough, the tapered section has the
effect of smoothly guiding the engaging structure to move
toward the engaging section, and the engaging section has the
effect of engaging the engaging structure so as to prevent the
keyboard from being removed from the accommodating
trough along a direction away from the bottom of the accom-
modating trough.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made to the structure of
the present disclosure without departing from the scope or
spirit of the disclosure. In view of the foregoing, it is intended
that the present disclosure cover modifications and variations
of this disclosure provided they fall within the scope of the
following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A tablet computer comprising:

a housing having an opening and an accommodating
trough inwardly recessed from the opening, a sidewall of
the accommodating trough having a groove, the groove
having an inlet section and an engaging section, the inlet
section being communicated between the opening and
the engaging section, wherein widths of the inlet section
are larger than widths of the engaging section;

a cover pivotally connected to the housing so as to rotate
between a covering position and an extended position
relative to the housing, the cover covering the opening
when rotated to the covering position, and supporting
the housing in a standing position when rotated to the
extended position; and

akeyboard detachably accommodated in the accommodat-
ing trough and comprising at least one engaging struc-
ture, wherein the engaging structure is located at the
peripheral edge of the keyboard and engaged with the
engaging section,

wherein a portion of the bottom of the accommodating
trough that corresponds to the engaging section is par-
allel to the keyboard, and a portion of the bottom of the
accommodating trough that corresponds to the inlet sec-
tion is curved toward the opening along a direction away
from the engaging section.

2. The tablet computer of claim 1, wherein the keyboard

comprises a first ferromagnetic member, and the housing
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comprises a second ferromagnetic member disposed at the
sidewall of the accommodating trough so as to magnetically
attract the first ferromagnetic member when the keyboard is
accommodated in the accommodating trough.

3. The tablet computer of claim 1, wherein the housing
further has a hole, the tablet computer further comprises a
hinge, and the hinge comprises:

a pivotal portion pivotally connected to the housing from

the interior of the housing; and

a connecting portion, two ends of which are respectively
connected to the pivotal portion and the cover,

wherein the pivotal portion and the connecting portion are
located in the hole when the cover is located at the
covering position, and the pivotal portion abuts against
an inner surface of the housing and the connecting por-
tion extends out of the hole when the cover is located at
the extended position.

4. The tablet computer of claim 3, further comprising an
elastic piece disposed in the housing and adjacent to the hole,
wherein the elastic piece abuts against the connecting portion
to urge the cover toward the opening when the cover is located
at the covering position, and abuts against the pivotal portion
to urge the pivotal portion toward the inner surface when the
cover is located at the extended position.

5. A tablet computer comprising:

a housing having an opening and an accommodating
trough inwardly recessed from the opening, a sidewall of
the accommodating trough having a groove, the groove
having an inlet section and an engaging section, the inlet
section being communicated between the opening and
the engaging section, wherein widths of the inlet section
are larger than widths of the engaging section;

a cover pivotally connected to the housing so as to rotate
between a covering position and an extended position
relative to the housing, the cover covering the opening
when rotated to the covering position, and supporting
the housing in a standing position when rotated to the
extended position; and

akeyboard detachably accommodated in the accommodat-
ing trough and comprising at least one engaging struc-
ture, wherein the engaging structure is located at the
peripheral edge of the keyboard and engaged with the
engaging section,

wherein the groove further has a tapered section, two ends
of the tapered section are respectively communicated
with the inlet section and the engaging section, and
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widths of the tapered section are decreased from the inlet
section to the engaging section.

6. The tablet computer of claim 5, wherein the bottom of
the accommodating trough has a parallel portion and a curved
portion, the parallel portion corresponds to the engaging sec-
tion and partially to the tapered section, and is parallel to the
keyboard, and the curved portion is connected to the parallel
portion, corresponds to the inlet section and partially to the
tapered section, and is curved toward the opening along a
direction away from the engaging section.

7. The tablet computer of claim 6, wherein the keyboard is
accommodated in the accommodating trough and supported
on the parallel portion.

8. The tablet computer of claim 7, wherein the engaging
structure is a protruding strip, a length of the protruding strip
is equal to or smaller than a sum of a length of the engaging
section and a length of the tapered section, the widths of the
engaging section are uniform along the length thereof, a part
of the protruding strip is accommodated in the tapered sec-
tion, and another part of the protruding strip is accommodated
in the engaging section.

9. A tablet computer comprising:

a housing having an opening and an accommodating
trough inwardly recessed from the opening, a sidewall of
the accommodating trough having a groove, the groove
having an inlet section and an engaging section, the inlet
section being communicated between the opening and
the engaging section, wherein widths of the inlet section
are larger than widths of the engaging section;

a cover pivotally connected to the housing so as to rotate
between a covering position and an extended position
relative to the housing, the cover covering the opening
when rotated to the covering position, and supporting
the housing in a standing position when rotated to the
extended position; and

akeyboard detachably accommodated in the accommodat-
ing trough and comprising at least one engaging struc-
ture, wherein the engaging structure is located at the
peripheral edge of the keyboard and engaged with the
engaging section,

wherein the engaging structure comprises a plurality of
protrusions, the widths of the engaging section are uni-
form along a length thereof, and the protrusions are
engaged in the engaging section.

#* #* #* #* #*



